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A message from our President

And now we can all finally celebrate! The OWIT community together celebrated after a
landslide vote earlier this month in both the House and Senate approving legislation
establishing Juneteenth as a federal holiday in the United States. Juneteenth
commemorates the end of slavery in the United States. President Biden signed the bill into
law, and as OWIT president, I was happy to watch a new version of the Juneteenth
National Independence Day Act introduced into the U.S. culture.

OWIT International Corner
SPOTLIGHT on Chicago
By Elena Overstreet, OWIT Summer 2021 Intern
The International Trade Commission of Chicago in conjunction with the Organization of
Women in International Trade (“OWIT”) recently hosted an event: Trade in the 21 st
Century: Back to the Past? On June 15, 2021, the two organizations brought together key
leaders in international trade to discuss global trade trends, highlighting the two speakers’
book released earlier this year by the same title.
As part of ITCC and OWIT’s continued discussion around international affairs, the VP of
OWIT, Mrs. Stephanie Sherrod, kicked off the discussion, which was moderated by Steve
Kase, VP of ITCC and featured Ernesto Zedillo, former President of Mexico and current
Director of the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization, and Bernard Hockman,
Professor and Director of Global Economics at the European University institute.
In promotion of their book, Zedillo and Bernard centered their discussion around the
United States’ global status under the previous presidential administration and the
transition into the current administration. Under the Trump administration, foreign policy
was constructed with a protectionist mindset. From NAFTA renegotiations, which
negatively affected the interests of American people without sound economic reasons, to

business dealings with China, which have had a substantial toll on American industries,
both speakers reflected on these schemes that have been largely contrary to the interests
of the American people.
As Zedillo explained, having learned from his years of experience, rarely does a
protectionist mindset actually protect people’s interests. Protectionism is but a tool to
safeguard certain people’s interests, and the people protected are never the working class
or consumers. Unfortunately, the Biden administration seems to be riding on the coattails
of the Trump administration rather than taking steps to correct the damage done over the
last several years.
We live in a very globalized world. Emergent economies account for over half of the
world’s GDP and trade – extravagant tariffs and protectionism are not the answer. The
issues that the world now faces must be solved collectively, involving all of the most
influential countries.
In addition, the speakers critique previous administrations for thinking in terms of industrial
policy, production, and manufacturing. People reminisce on “the good old days,” which
hinders society from moving forward into a digital and electrical age. Nearly 80% of the
world’s GDP is service based. This requires new systems to be made, and world leaders
must initiate the effort to reform the system. Otherwise, we will continue down the path of
conflict.
The United States has been a leader of international and free trade, especially after WWII.
International peace has been bolstered by the country’s open market system. Lately, that
story has changed. How long will we continue to regress before we are able to adapt to
what trade in the 21st century necessitates?

OWIT International upcoming webinars

EXPORT PROCEDURES AND
DOCUMENTATION.
Tuesday 27th July 2021 at 1.00
pm East African time.

Covid 19 continues to ravage businesses
and livelihoods across the globe. Many
businesses closed down due to dwindling
consumer
deman,d
resulting
from
containment measures put in place by
governments in order to control the spread
of the pandemic. Governments introduced
monetary, fiscal and administrative
measures to try and shield businesses
from total collapse. However, restrictions
on movement of persons and closure of
many businesses premises caused many
workers to be declared redundant and
many businesses to experience acute
cashflows.
One of the strategies adopted by trade promotion agencies and companies, has been to
delve beyond the domestic market, in order to shore up exports.
Despite the emergence of various professionals that assist companies to accomplish their
export transactions, exporting companies and/or export managers are expected to be
familiar with export trade. Export trade requires clear knowledge of the regulations,
processes and documentation that apply in the management of international trade. Such
knowledge helps them in counterchecking the origin and monitoring movements of goods
and service in order to ensure that importers receive the correct products, while at the
same time, exporters are paid on time and in the correct currency. Failure to meet any of
the many steps in the export process, can result in failure of the consignment to reach its
destination on time, hence undermining the success of the export transaction.
Madam Christine Mugure, a trade information Manager with Kenya Trade Network Agency
will discuss export procedures and documentation, to enhance knowledge of existing
exporter’s and new entrants in a webinar by the organization of women in international
trade (OWIT International). The webinar will take place on Tuesday 27 th July 2021 at 1.00
pm East African time.
Export trade earns companies increased revenue, countries, the much needed foreign
exchange, knowledge and skills transfer as well as employment creation.

OWIT International Past Webinars

Successfully Navigating
Southeast Asia
we invite you to join us for an
Evening Chat/Asia Coffee focused
on “Successfully Navigating
Southeast Asia”
Purchase Here!

Reach Your Potential –
Empowerment Through
Gender Mainstreaming
When it comes to solving the
practical barriers, trade facilitation
reforms can serve as an effective
tool for creating a more predictable
and inclusive environment.

Purchase Here!

Chapter Corner

GSP: BETTER POLICY FOR BETTER DEVELOPMENT
On June 29, WIIT held a webinar on the Generalized System of Preferences ("GSP"),
which is a long-standing US program that allows preferential access to US markets for
beneficiary developing countries, designed to support greater economic
development. However, over the past few years, GSP has been challenged both to
encourage domestic growth in key markets and investment in higher-skilled, higher value
industries; and also as a tool to work with trade partner countries to raise standards and
address trade barriers. How does GSP work now? Could it be better designed (and better
leveraged) to promote comprehensive growth AND secure key inputs/products for US
economic recovery and global economic growth? With an introductory overview by the
Spring 2021 WIIT Trust Young Leader Scholarship Winner, Madeline de Quillacq, we
heard from a range of experts with insights and ideas on how to drive GSP going forward.
Opening remarks were made by:
Madeline de Quillacq, Spring 2021 WIIT Trust Scholarship Winner
Panelists included:
Laura Baughman, President of Trade Partnership Worldwide, LLC
Laura Buffo, Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP)
Livia Shmavonian, Office of Senator Bob Casey
And the Moderator was:
Naomi Freeman of Sandler, Travis, and Rosenberg, P.A

OWIT UK
On June 23rd, OWIT UK launched its first program below,
with over 70 participants in attendance.

OWIT MONTERREY held a successful trade mission to
Toronto, Canada and seeks to also plan upcoming trade
missions with Nairobi and Nigeria in the future.

Below is a list of programs held in May and June by
OWIT NAIROBI:

HOW TO ACCESS YOUR OWIT INTERNATIONAL
MEMBER BENEFITS
You will find increased functionality and easy access to your OWIT International
membership benefits in our new website and membership directory. Once logged on with
your member credentials, you can access your Members Only benefits, including the
Membership Directory, discounts on webinars and other events, and the Job
Bank. Register for upcoming events from our home page. View OWIT International,
chapter, and partner events in our Events Calendar. Connect with members in chapters
across the globe via our membership directory.

Here’s how to set up your member credentials on the new website:
Did you have a profile in our membership directory on our old website?
Your profile has been exported to the new website and membership directory. Just go to
our website https://www.owit.org and click on Members Only and Log In. On the Log In
page, click Lost Your Password? On the Password Recovery page, enter the email
address where you receive OWIT International emails and click Reset Password. You will
receive an email to reset your password. Then you’ll be ready to update your profile and
access your OWIT International member benefits, including webinar registration at the
member rate.
Need to Register Your Chapter Membership or Join our Virtual Chapter?
If you don’t have a profile in our membership directory yet, please go to our
website https://www.owit.org. If you are currently a member of one of our chapters, please
click on Register Your Chapter Membership with OWIT Int’l. If you’d like to join our Virtual
Chapter, please click on Join Our Virtual Chapter.
If you have any difficulty, please contact vp-membership@owit.org.

Don’t Miss Out on Any Member Benefits !
Did you know that as a member of one of OWIT’s chapters, you are AUTOMATICALLY
part of the OWIT International global network? Your complimentary OWIT International
membership adds value to your local chapter membership by offering you added benefits
and resources, including:
Reciprocal benefits and member rate for events organized by any OWIT chapter
worldwide
Member-discounted rate for OWIT International webinars and FREE participation in
Members' Only webinars on professional development and special topics;
Access to an expanded network of business and professional contacts;
Free listing in OWIT International’s searchable online membership directory and
password to Members-Only section of OWIT International’s website;
Opportunities for professional growth through participation on OWIT International
committees.
As a local chapter member, all you need to do is register your chapter membership on
OWIT International’s website https://www.owit.org. Create your free member profile
today! If you’re not a member of a local chapter, please visit https://owit.org/owitchapters/ to learn more about our chapters. If you have questions, please contact vpmembership@owit.org.

Call for Volunteers!
OWIT International needs you! We have ten amazing committees that are seeking
volunteers. If you are interested, please contact OWIT President Camelia Mazard at
president@owit.org.
Chapter Development: Are you interested in helping grow the OWIT network
around the world? If so, this is the committee for you!
Chapter Support: Are you interested in helping OWIT chapters learn the benefits
of the OWIT network? If so, this is the committee for you!
Marketing: Are you interested in helping with OWIT’s newsletters and press

releases? If so, this is the committee for you!
Social Media: Are you interested in helping with keeping OWIT’s social media
active and up-to-date? If so, this is the committee for you!
Partnership: Are you interested in working with OWIT’s premier partners to
increase the profile of OWIT around the world? If so, this is the committee for you!
Conference: Are you interested in helping with OWIT’s annual conference to
ensure it is a success, with amazing speakers from all over the world, and all
members of OWIT around the world attend? If so, this is the committee for you!
Programming: Are you interested in helping with OWIT’s webinars? If so, this is
the committee for you!
Virtual: Are you interested in helping ensure OWIT’s virtual members who don’t
have a chapter near them feel included within the OWIT network? If so, this is the
committee for you!
Sponsorship: Are you interested in helping raise funds for this much-deserved
organization via our small business sponsorship, corporate sponsorship, webinar
sponsorship, and conference sponsorship? If so, this is the committee for you!
Government: Are you interested in helping to develop and advance OWIT's
legislative agenda on trade and women's issues? If so, this is the committee for you!

Did You Know…
We have OWIT chapters in:
Arkansas
Charleston
Chicago
Dominican Republic
Greater Triangle NC
Lake Geneva
Los Angeles
Mexico City

Monterrey
Nairobi
New Jersey
New York City
Nigeria
Northern California
Peru
South Florida

St. Louis
Tampa Bay
Toronto
Orange County
Ottawa
United Kingdom
Virtual
Washington, D.C.
Zimbabwe

OWIT Small Business Sponsors
OWIT appreciates the support of our proud sponsors.
Want to become a Small Business Sponsor? Learn more here!

OWIT Sponsors

OWIT Small Business Sponsors

About Organization of Women in International Trade (OWIT)
The Organization of Women in International Trade ( https://www.owit.org) is a global
association for women in international trade and business. Our 2,000-plus members
impact hundreds of millions of dollars in trade and business transactions annually. OWIT’s
focus is on adding value to our corporate, mid-sized, small business and individual
members around the world.

Click here to visit our
website

See what's happening on our social sites!










